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Frornme Absent From 47,000- 



By Stephen Isaacs 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Prodded by the investigation into 
the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy, the Secret Service in the inter- 
vening dozen years has incorporated 
many changes into its system of pro- 
tecting presidents. 

Yet — despite galloping growth since 
1963 (its 450 agents then are now 1,830, 
its annual $5.8 million budget then 
now exceeds $85 million); despite mil- 
lions spent on new technology, includ- 
ing a computer that maintains naraesof 
ing a computer that maintains names of 
of a President; despite stronger liaison 
with local law enforcement agencies 
and with the FBI on potential trouble- 
makers — all of this could not prevent 
a potential assassin, gun in hand, from 
approaching to within two feet of a 
President last Friday. 

In addition, the accused potential as- 
sassin. Lynette Alice Frornme, has a 
history of violence, belongs to the 
Charles Manson cult, indirectly threat- 
ened the life of the President in a 
newspaper interview, and has twice 
been accused of murder. 

Despite all this, the name of Lynette 



Alice Frornme was nowhere among the 
47,000 the Secret Service considers as 
potential threats. 

“How this one slipped I don’t know,” 
says Dwayne Keyes, the U.S. attorney 
in California who is handling the case 
against Frornme. “It’s difficult to com- 
prehend now The (Manson) group is 
frightening.” 

Not that law enforcement agencies 
in Sacramento, where the incident oc- 
curred, were unaware of the presence 
of Frornme and other members of the 
cult organized by Charles Manson, 
who is serving a life term in San Quen- 
tin prison for the mass murder of ac- 
tress Sharon Tate and six others in 
1969. 

“You can’t hardly live in Sacramento 
and not know the Manson girls live in 
the area,” said Douglas V. Duncan, the 
Secert Service’s Sacramento station 
chief. 

But we had no information that they 
posed any threat to the Persident,” 
Duncan said. 

The FBI knew about them, too. It 
had not investigated them, station 
chief Paul Young said yesterday, be- 
cause it had no reason to. They had 



never threatened the President to the 
FBI’s knowledge, Young said, so “we 
had no investigative interest in 
[Frornme] whosoever.” 

Referring to local newspapers, he 
said, “We saw the two feature articles 
in the Bee and the Union, one in Feb- 
ruary and one in July, with pictures of 
the defendant. They were living like 
nuns, f eace-loving, that sort of stuff.” 
Neither Duncan nor Young saw, be- 
fore Friday’s attempted assassination, 
an article the Associated Press trans- 
mitter from Los Angeles on July 8 
which quoted Frornme as saying: 

“If Nixon’s reality wearing a new 
Ford face continues to run the country 
against the law, our homes will be 
bloodier than the Tate-LaBianea 
houses and Myiai put together.” 

Nor did the Secret Service and FBI 
agents witness the unused television 
film in which Frornme expounded on 
violence. 

The Secret Service headquarters in 
Washington was noncommunicative on 
why it did no see the AP story. 
Spokesman John W. Warner Jr., would 
only repeat, under questioning, that, 
“This person was not on record as- a 
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threat. We had no information con- 
cerning her as a threat.” 

From her published statement, 
Fromme would qualify as such under 
guidelines the Secret Service drew up 
with the help of Warren Commission 
staff members who investigated the 
Kennedy assassination. 

Those guidelines were circulated to 
the FBI and other law enforcement 
and investigative agencies to try to 
solve the problem of some agencies’ 
knowing about dangerous people and 
not informing the Secret Service about 
them. 

The Secret Service, in the guide- 
lines, asked among other things for in- 
formation about “persons who insist 
upon personally contacting high gov- 
ernment officials for the purpose of re- 
dress of imaginary grievances, etc.” 
<which Fromme had done repeatedly 
over the imprisonment of Manson, 
whom she reportedly regards as her 
god), “any person who makes oral or 
written statements about high govern- 
ment officials in the following 
categories: (1) threatening statements, 
(2) irrational statements, and (3) abu- 
sive statements.” 



A condensed form of guideline was 
sent to resident Secret Service agents 
across the country to transmit to local 
police authorities, asking for any infor- 
mation “of a threat to physically harm 
the President or others. . .or to cause 
him or them any embarrassment, 
whether it is by an individual or a 
group or organization. 

The Secret Service, Warner said, an- 
nually conducts between 15,000 and 16,- 
000 investigations into suspected po- 
tential assassins. 

Most of those are reports of tele- 
phone calls, letters sent to government 
officials or others who pass them on. 

“Those threats are assessed,” said 
David R. Macdonald, assistant secre- 
tary of the treasury whose staff over- 
sees the Secret Service’s operations, 
“and, most times, the person is inter- 
viewed. Sometimes, the name gets in 
the computer list. Sometimes, the 
threat is so serious that we put the 
person under surveillance, meaning 
that we keep a check on where they 
are. And then sometimes, if it’s that se- 
rious, we try to get a person commit- 
ted.” 

Three hundred of the 47,000 persons 



whose names are on file are in the con- 
stant surveillance category. 

“A judgment is made on every trip,” 
Macdonald said, ‘as to who is serious 
enough to check into.” 

In the visit to Sacramento, Duncan 
arranged— as the Warren Commission 
recommended — for the Secret Service 
advance detail to go over all potential 
trouble with the local FBI and police. 

Fromme’s name did not come up in 
any of those discussions, officials said, 
since they were unaware qf any 
threats about the President. 

But several FBI and Secret Service 
sources, who asked not to be named, 
insisted that so many thousands of 
Americans show irrational behavior or 
are possilbe threats to the President 
that checking out any but those who 
directly threaten the President is alL 
but impossible. 

Said one FBI agent, “Any person 
with any kind of history of psychiatric 
care, or any record of violence or 
threats could, remotely, be a threat to 
the President. Then there are those 
who specifically make their intentions 
known. Then you act. How can you 
possibly know which one might make 
the crucial step?” 



